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A. Reading Comprehension 



Read the following text then do the activities 



The Solar System 




Our solar system consists of a star called the Sun, the 
planets Mercury, Venus, Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, 
Neptune, and Pluto. 
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It includes the satellites of the planets, numerous comets, 
asteroids, meteoroids and the interplanetary medium. 

The Sun is the richest source of electromagnetic 
energy (mostly in the fomi of heat and light) in the solar 
system. The Sun's nearest stellar neighbour is a red dwarf 
star called Proxima, at a distance of 4.3 light years away. 



The whole solar system 
orbits the centre of our galaxy a 
spiral disk of 200 billion stars 
called the Milky Way .The nearest 
large galaxy is the Andromeda 
Galaxy which is a spiral galaxy 
larger than the Milky Way. 

The Milky Way. 




The planets, most of the satellites of the planets and the 
asteroids revolve round the Sun in the same direction. The 
Sun contains 99.85% of all the matter in the solar system, 
whereas the planets contain only 0.135% of the mass. 
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Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
and Neptune known as the 
(Jupiter-like) or the Jovian 
planets, are all gigantic 
compared with Earth, and 
their nature is as gaseous 
as Jupiter's. 




Mercury, Venus, Earth and 
mars are called terrestrial 
planets because they have a 
rocky surface like the Earth's. 




The interplanetary medium includes 
interplanetary dust which consists of 
solid particles and interplanetary gas 
which is a tenuous flow of gas and 
charged particles. 
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Activity 1: 



Complete the table 

What does our solar system consist of? 



Sun 



Planets 



Terrestrial 



Jovian 



O 

H 



Satellites 



and 
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Activity 2: 

Answer these questions 

1. What does the sun provide us with? 



? 



2. What is the Milky Way? 



3. What does the interplanetary medium consist of? 



4. Why are some planets called the Jovian planets? 



Activity 3: ' 

Lexis 
Find in the text words that are closest in meaning to: 

♦ A great number of : 

♦ chiefly: 

♦ entire: 

♦ weak, thin: 

Activity 4: 

What do the underlined words in the text refer to? 

... which is a spiral ... ^ 

... their nature ... -^ 
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B. Pronunciation 



Stress with two syllables words 



Look at these words and the stressed syllable: 



Adjectives 


Nouns 


Verbs 


'solar 

'compact 

'rocky 


'system 
'planet 
'medium 


com'pare 
'orbit 
in' elude 



Here are some ample rules for two- syllable words 



Most ac|ectives and nouns are stressed on 
the first syllable. 

Some verbs are stressed on the first syllable 
and others on the second syllable. 



Activity 1: 



Mark the stress 



frighten 


modem 


measure 


carry 


famous 


consist 


comet 


Spiral 


surface 


tenuous 


contain 


gaseous 
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C. Word Building 



We can form nouns from nouns 



e.g.: astronomy 
prison 



astronomer 
prisoner 



Activity 1: '^ "^ 

Form nouns from the given ones: 



science 




socialism 






history 




waste 








linguistics 




wreck 








precept 




occupant 




pragmatism 




foot 








festival 




hospital 
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Activity 2: 



Choose the best word from the activity 1 
to complete these sentences. 




% 1. Walt Disney was a famous (cartoon / 
I'iM cartoonist). 



2. She is a (chemist/ chemistry); 
She prepares and sells 
medical products. k 







3. They make a ( rule / ruler) of 
going for a walk every 
afternoon. 
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4. There is great (rival / rivaliy) between Oxford and 
Cambridge universities. 




5. A violent (riot/ rioter) 
broke out during the 
elections. 



6. England's nearest 
( neighbourhood / 
neighbour) is France. 



EZ9 




LOKiON 




□3 ED - ^^ 


CD 


Hastings 
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D. Grammar 
1. Non - conclusive verbs 



There is a number of verbs which we don't use in 
the continuous tenses. Although we may be using them for 
describing an action at the moment of speaking, we 
use the present simple. They describe actions which are 
more or less involuntary actions or states. 

These verbs are: 

i 

^ like - love - dislike - hate - prefer - want - mean - realize 
seem - appear - resemble - belong - contain - consist of - 

^ think (=believe) - know - suppose - understand - wish - 
desire ... 



^ forget - remember - see - hear 



e.g.: I hate wasting time. 
He resembles his father. 
I don't understand German. 
This box contains 40 matches 
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Activity 1: 



Choose the best verb 




2. Children (need / 
are needing) the ""^ '^ 
help of a professional 
to cope with problems. 



WAGEP 

Mb 



1. It (seems / is seeming) 
that these two women 
are mother and daughter. 




CD, 



\i 



V- 



3. What (do they do / are they 
doing)? 

I (think / am thinking) 
they (demonstrate / are 
demonstrating). 
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4. What does this picture represent/ is this picture 
representing)? ^ -^ 

I (suppose / am supposing) it is an art gallery. 




5. Terry (wants / is wanting) to be a chef 
in a restaurant later 



6. 1 (am not agreeing / don't 
agree) with you when you say 
that pupils have the right to go 
on strike. 
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2. Comparatives and Superlatives 
a)- Comparatives 





short adjectives 


long adjectives 


Comparative 
of superiority 


smaller than 


more distant than 



irregular adjectives 



good 

bad 

far 



better than 
worse than 
farther than 



Comparative 
of inferiority 


less + adjective + than 

e.g.: Nowadays childbearing is less risky 
than it was 50 yeais ago. 


Comparative 
of equality 


as + adjective + as 
e.g.: Riding a motorbike at 200kph is as 
risky as hang- gliding. 


Conponative 
of inequality 


not as ^ 

not so 1 + adjective + as 

e.g.: He is not as rich as he c ..aims 
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Activity 2: 

Use the appropriate comparative form as 
indicated 

1. Life in a village is (interesting) life in 

a city, (comparative of inferiority) 



2. Satumis (distant) from the Sun 

Jupiter, (comparative of superiority) 



3. Biniin^iam is (large) Lordon. 

(conpaiative of inequality) 

4. Sweden is (cold) Denmark. 

(comparative of equality) -* / 

5. 1 think Chelsea is (friendly) Suzan. 

6. Travelling by train is (safe) travelling 

by plane, (comparative of superiority) 
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Activity 3: 

Rewrite these sentences using the comparatives 

1. a)- Stars are less bright than the Sun. 
b)- Stars are not 



2. a)- The Milky way is less massive than the Andromeda 
galaxy. 
b)- The Andromeda galaxy is 



3. a)- The Moon is not as large as Ganymede (5262 km). 
b)- The Moon is 

i 

4. a)- The temperatures on Venus are not as high as those 

on Mercuiy. « , 
b)- The temperatures on Mercury are 



5. a)- Jupiter is less distant from Earth than Saturn. 
b)- Saturn 

6. a)- Kepler* s observations about the motion of the 

planets were more accurate than Copernicus'. 
b)- Copernicus' observations 



7. a)- Mars is not as close to the Sun as Venus. 
b)- Venus is to the Sun Mars. 
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b)- Superlatives of Superiority 



Short 
adjectives 


the + adjective + (e)st 
e.g.: Mercury is the nearest planet to the sun. 


Long 
adjectives 


the + most + adjective 

e.g.: The most significant advances in 

astronomy - 

came about with the introduction of new 
technology, including the spectroscope. 


Irregular 
adjectives 


I) 
4- good ^ the best 

e.g.: Because of the altitude and isolation, the 
Maura Kea observatory has some of the 

best 

observation conditions on Earth. 

i- bad ^ the worst 

e.g.: This is the worst piece of news I have ever 
heard. 

4 far ^ the farthest 

e.g.: Pluto is the farthest planet in the solar 
system. 
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Activity 4: 



Complete using the superlative form of the 
adjectives in brackets 




The Sultan of Brunei is one of (rich) 

men in the world. Some years ago, he built (big) 

palace in the world. It has 1,788 rooms, 5 

swimming pools, 257 toilets, 44 staircases and 18 lifts. 

Brunei is one of the (small) 

countries. Its wealth comes from oil and gas which it sells 
to Japan. 

The Sultan owns hotels all around the world. He has a 
fleet of private planes. One of his London houses has 

(large) and (beautiful) 

garden in the city except for Buckingham Palace. 
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E. Writing 



Activity 1: 



Fill in each gap with a word 
from the box: 



from - languages - as - measured - closest - 
masterpiece - record - bear 




Abd Al Rahman Al Sufi (903 - 
986 AD) was a Persian astronomer 

known (a) one of the 

outstanding practical stronomers 
during the Middle Ages. 



In 964 AD he documented the 
Andromeda galaxy, the (b) 

galaxy to the 

Earth, and called it " Little 
Cloud". This was the first (c) 

of astar 

system outside the Earfti' s own 
galaxy. 







-■!:■ 



i 



I!:: 
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r 



I 



\ 



^. 





Al Sufi prepared charts of the 

heavens (d) his own 

observations and carefully (e) 

them. 

His book, Kitab al Kawakib was 

considered as a (f) in 

astronomy. It was translated into 

many(g) and had 

a large influence on European 



astronomy. Many star names used today (h) 



a resemblance to the ' 
Arabic names originally 
given by A 1 Sufi. 
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